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and include everyone
s with disabilities
* Help churches learn how to partner with the
disability community

“Generation after generation stands in awe of (God’s) work;
each one tells stories of your mighty acts.” Psalm 145:4 (vsc)
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| want you to
think of one
person you Know
who is impacted
by disability




the@stages

A RESOURCE OF ELIM GHRISTIAN SERVIGES

Weaknesses and
disabilities are a sign
that God either does
not care or s not able to
fix the situation. In fact,
they may be a result

of sin or a lack of faith.
God is not involved in
the life of someone with
a disability, because He
can't use people who are
50 broken. | do not know
people with disabilities,
nor do | know anything
about disabilities. | have
no interest in getting to
know them or to know
more about their life.
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E E VISIT THE WHEATON CENTER
FOR FAITH AND DISABILITY
PEEod FOR MORE INFORMATION

5 AND RESOURCES.

| feel sorry for people
with disabilities. It's
too bad, really. | am
blessed by God and

I can help others. |

am grateful that my
friends and

family members are
not disabled. People
with weaknesses and
disabilities obviously
need someone like me
to help them and give
them meaning, due to
their troubles. | really
don't see any
meaning or purpose
to their lives.

FAITH AND DISABILITY E I I m

Like me, people with
disabilities were
created in God's
image. By that virtue

alone they have value.

| hope that someone
will take the time to
show them God's love,
and | will happily
support such an
effort. In fact, | think
we need to find ways
to help those people.
Maybe we should do
something to help,
like with Special
Olympics or with a
nearby group home.

INcLysiON

DAN VANDER PLAATS, WITH THANKS TO ELIM CHRISTIAN SERVICES,
DISABILITY CONCERNS CRC AND RCA, ENGAGING DISABILITY, JONI

stace & FRIENDSHIP

| have come to know
and spend time with
a friend who has a
disability. This person
has value in God's
sight, but also in mine,
and | know that my
life is better for
having known this
person, and as much
as | have helped her,
she has also blessed
me. In fact, | now like
to initiate
relationships with
people who have
disabilities. God
brings many different
people into my life,
including people with
disabilities, and we all
benefit as we grow in
friendship with each
other.

stace5: CO-LABORERS

If God has called each
of us to serve and
praise Him with every
fiber of our beings,
then He has done the
same for our brothers
and sisters in Christ
with disabilities. |
think ministry should
not just be to people
with disabilities, but
with or alongside
people who have
disabilities. Together,
we will encourage and
equip each other, with
and without disabili-
ties, into every good
work to respond to
God's call on our lives.
We can all give and
we can all receive.

BELONGING

"5 STAGES: CHANGING ATTITUDES" IS COPYRIGHT © 2009,

AND FRIENDS, AND WHEATON COLLEGE

Currently, I am at Level




Person First Language

We put the emphasis on the

rather than the .

Instead of Saying: We Can Say:

Dyslexic kid

Epileptic

Handicapped parking
or bathroom

Retarded, slow, sped
kid,

The Blind




Why it Matters

e Over % of the US population identifies as having a
disability

e Those with disabilities are the most unchurched. Only
% are effectively receiving gospel message.

° % of churches don’t have programs related to
disabilities.
° % of marriages end in divorce when they involve a

child with disabilities or traumatic medical circumstances.
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We Include Everyone Always

1 Jesus was radically , SO we are too.

1 We never decide for someone
that they can’t do something, but
we can give them the freedom to

say

] If an activity can’t be offered to

it shouldn’t be an option for
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We Speak to People ...
Not About Them

% 43

One is Enough O\\O é



What Is It Like To Be You?

Time to check in! What are you
feeling? What are you sensing God is
saying to you? What is stirring in
your soul?







We need to dispel the myth that
empathy is ‘walking in someone else’s
shoes.’ Rather than walking in your
shoes, I need to learn how to listen to
the story you tell about what it’s like in
your shoes and believe you even when
it doesn’t match my experiences.” —
Brene Brown
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Contact Emails:
Gary Strudler: kidstory@katw.org
Rachel Prentiss: rachelp@northcoastcalvary.org

Kids Around the World Resources:

o Kids Around the World: www.katw.org
o KIDStory: www.katw.org/kidstory
O
O

KIDStory Resources: www.katw-kidstory.com
Global KIDStory Network (for those using KIDStory: email your
WhatsApp # to: kidstory@katw.org

o KIDStory 2 Minute Promo Video: https://bit.ly/KSpromovideo
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